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but her face), and so to joyne her to them not without greate jeoper-
dye of eve! agreinge together, yf any thing in her body afterward
should chaunce to offend and myslyke them. For all men be not so
wyse, as to have respecte to the vertuous conditions of the partle.
And the endowmentes of the bodye cause the "vertttes of the minde
more to be estemed and regarded: yea even in the manages of wyse
men.
Verely so foule deformitle may be hydde tinder those coveringes,
that it may quite alienate and take awaye the mans mynde from his
wyfe, when it shal not be lawful for theire bodies to be separate
agayne. If suche deforniitie happen by any chaunce after the
manage is consummate and finyshed, wel, there is no remedie but
patience. Every man muste take his fortune wel a worthe. But it
were wel done that a lawe were made wherebye all suche deceytes
niyghte be eschewed, and advoyded before hande.
And this were they constreyned more earnestlye to looke upon, be-
cause they onlye of the nations in that part of the worlde bee contente
everye man with one wyfe a piece. And matrymoneie is there never
broken, but by death; excepte adulter>re breake the bonde, or els the
intollerable wayewarde maners of either partye. For if either of
them finde themselfe for any such cause greved, they maye by the
license of the counsel chaunge and take another.
But the other par tie lyveth ever after in infamye and out of wed-
locke, Howebeit the husbande to put away his wife for no other
faulte, but for that some myshappe is fallen to her bodye, this by
no meanes they wyll suffre. For they judge it a great poynt of cruel-
tie, that anye body in their moste nede of helpe and comforte, shoulde
be caste of and forsaken, and that old age, whych both bringeth sick-
nes with it, and is a syckenes it selfe, should unkindly and tin fay th-
fullye be delte withall. But nowe and then it chaunseth, where as
the man and the woman cannot well agree betwene themselfes, both
of them fyndinge other, with whome they hope to lyve more quietlye
and merylye, that they by the full consent of them both be divorsed
asonder and maried againe to other. But that not without the au-
thoritie of the counsell. Whiche agreeth to no divorses, before they
and their wyves have diligently tried and examyned the matter.
Yea and then also they be lothe to consent to it, bycause they know
this to be the next way to break love betwene man and wyfe, to be
in easye hope of a new mariage. Breakers of wedlocke be punyshed
with niooste grevous. bondage. And if both the offenders were
maried, then the parties whiche in that behalf e have sufferede wrong,
beirige divorsed from the avoutrers, be maried together, if they wille,
or els to whom they lust. But if either of them both do styl con-
tin ewe in love towarde so unkinde a bedfellowe, the use of wedlocke
Is not to them forbidden, if the partye faultles be disposed to followe